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The Anwwer Maniiou is no
newcomar b0 racing. Travis
Brown has been riding
prototypes sll yeas, and the
ALAD time certainly
appears 1o have paid off
i such @ dialed-in bike.




here’s a conmin sirangeness oo all

of this. The Adswer Manitou ks

Both a knoen comumodity and an

uncertainty of the same time.
Doug Bradbury's rear saspension design
snad submeguent bikes have been anound fior
s while, and while the price mg for his
sakes is high, we've never met a rider who
fscdn’t like the ride of & Maniod,

On the Mip side, il previous Manitous
tave come out of Doug's Colorado shop.
ot just most, all. If you've seen a
Slanitou suspefissen balie, it wasn't one of
hrvwer s pew prodiuction Manitous.

Thai’s where thin feature begins.
Father than test “out there™ protolypes,
we waiied patiently for the firsy svailable

production” Maniou, Afier all, we
o that Dioug builds nice handbuilts,
tut can thar tramslate into full-blown
prosfusction units? That, for os, was the real
question

While Answer made many advanced
prottype picces, parts, and frames, “P-
ity finally arrived. A call came over our
Hat Phone, announcing the news of the
fit prodisction units, At that ume also
came an inguiry, asking if we'd like wo get
ome of the first batch, You needn’y even
bother 10 goess whil 0Of GNSWer Wis.

(ther than o few minor adjustments,
the bike we got was off the same line that
bikes in the shops will be. (The first Mari-
pous will be appearing in bike shops by
October. §

DOUG'S DAY

In keeping with cur philosophy of sest-
ing bikes in the light of their designed pur-
o, we spolios with Do Bxradbury about
his intentions, A rider himsell, Doug set
ot 80 build a suspension bike for more
thin just downhilling.

“ 11 haet B climmity well,” e told us. “If
all yout want o0 do is go down the Kami-
kacee, this men't the bike for you. [ wanted
0 buribd & suspension bike that worked go-
ing uphill as well.”

To accomplish this, Doug was a lot
more “minimalistic” i his approach than
the hilke actually appears, Daoug helieves
that umless we pet a lof sronger, unless we
stop going uphills, and unless we siop nid-
g techmical single-tracks, there's no rea-
wn for two-plus inches of travel on both
ends.

Having tested a fot of bakes boasting
tons of travel, Doug felt the bikes bost
womie of their best qualities. His design
wiould do everything possible w minimize
thee of those bikes, meaning foo
mach bouncing around, and keep the pod
il ties that riders enjov from rgid bikes,
namely a lack of flex, an abundunce of
stiffness, and excellent overall handling

In wlking with Answer, it was pretty

impressive o see how lintle they tried o
influence Do, Carte blanche is the term
that conries to miind e trying ke describe
the parameters Answer gave Doug.
““We're roing with his design,” an Answer
higher-up told us, “If Doug said an
18-inch high bottom bracket and 17-inch
fop tube s the best thing, that's what we'd
make., That's how much we belicve in
him.”

Anwwer [sa't exactly biind b0 every-
thing, though. What worked so well in the
case of the Manitou suspension fork is
what Answer is hoping will come through
on the bike, And what worked so well is
Answer's ability o manufactune very high-
quality items in a reasonahly shor peri-
od of time, and for reasonable cost. They
don't want o build the most of anything,
st they dio want to build the best,

‘While many Bradbury devolees may
not wani i hear this, we believe it 6o be
the case: Answer has probably mmproved
on Doug’s designs by being able o

facture with more eny and
e exacting iolerances. That's one of the
benefits of having a full-time machine
shop, welding shop. fabrication shop, and
R&D cemer all under your own roof. (By
thie wary, of the parts that Answer does sub
out, they're morious. for rejecting pars
that don't live up o spec. With & lot of
former seroapace suppliers nearby, qual-
ity control is not something Answer has
had probierms with. )

FUN STUFF

Thie frumie begins with o sound Easton
Program 05 series leat-treated main
section, Cn the face, it's prety plain and
simiple, Big oversize tubes ane used all the
way around, as Doog is & devoled oversiee
disciple, The head nube gets extm reinforc-
ing rings at the headset area, designed ©
help keep the head ube nice and round
abise.

As for angles, you get a NL5-degree
head angle, and a T3-degree seat angle.
Ajain, pretty basic on the surface. Doug
mieasures the seat be from the center of
the bottom bracket to the wop of the seat
collar. Ours was a 17-lnch model, meas-
uring 1675 inches at the top of the seal col-
lar. The effective high for a horizoatal top
tube would be 185 inches.

A we head back, though, things start
to look a lod different. First off, the bot-
wm bracket appesns somewhat high. Ours
measured 12,375 inches high st the crank
spindle center, which is a bit high. BUT!!
Poug does this so that under the sag of a
rider’s weight, the bile will be in the high
eleven-inch range, exactly where he (and
we) Hke it o be.

Chainstays, well, Doug is somewhat of

What's that, adjusters on the forke? You
petcha’t Thoy're not anly betier than the
oeiginal lori, they make it sasy to balance
tram and resr suspension of the bike.

The first riding
impression of the
Answer Manitou fully
suspended mountain
bike!
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u single-track climbing fanatic, so the
16.375-inch chainstays, while shorl in
MHETsHTEmEnt , 0Nt Come a8 Afy Surprioe
10 us. Add in a linde more than 25 inches
of frant center, and you get a ol wheel-
base of 41.5 inches.

Diespite the idiosyncrusics of the ge-
omietry, it's nothing compared to the in-
ieresting stufl poing on with the rear
SUSpenson,

The first thing to catch your eye is the
rear suspension crown. Behind and bekow
the seat collar is a simple bracket holding
the first set of Teflon-impregnased mylon

bushings. The bushings hold & piece of
drilled, milled, manipalated, cut, cham-
fered alloy that looks like something from
bl mn mirerafi wing. I's one of the maost
mpressive ploces we've Sver soon omn a
eountain bike. Likewise, 1o some of our
riders’ eyven, 1 was also one af the scari-
=t Immediately the “flex”™ flag went up.
The rear crown bolds the two rear sus-
semsion units in place. These are. in ef-
sect, shormened versions of the famous
Standou front Borks. The final production
a=ots will have hard-chromed alloy stan-
s, while ours used chinomo units, The
= difference will be a slight loss of
worght. The elastomens in the unit are vir-
=ity the same as in the front. We got
st |25 inches of visible rear suspen-
= travel, though the Answer engineers

w4 a bouch more is actually oocurring

A second set of bushings is mounted
at the lower rear shock pivot. These help
the units travel smoothly, limiting stiction
along the way. These pivois, by the way,
are three-plus inches above the rear
dropouts. keeping all the working stufT weil
o of harm’s and the rear gear arca’s wany.

Thae swingarm is anather swect piece
It begins as specially drawn 7005 alwmi-
paurm Fromm Easton, but gets the full Ansaer
treatment. The forward pived s just behand
ithe top and trailing edge of the bottom
bracket. (More on this critical placement
later,)

B i

We noticed the long welds on the
wwingurm, joining the piveting ““homse-
shoe™ picce ap front amd the dropoats in
the rear to the chainstay arms. All the
pheces are joined along long diagonal
joints, creating webd sreas that are long
and strong. And speaking of the “horse-
shise™ picce, it's another piece that gave
the machinast a lot o do,

MANI-ONE, MANI-TOU,
MANI-THREE

The tech sl kept us intrigued for &
while. but honestly, we got on the bike and

ANSWER MANITOU C

FRAME & FORK:

SIZES:
WEIGHT:
PRICE

MORE INFO:

HEAD TUBE ANGLE:

SEAT ANGLE

EFFECTIVE TOP TUBE LENGTH:
CHAINSTAY LENGTH:

FORK RAKE:

BOTTOM BRACKET HEIGHT
WHEELBASE:

REAR WHEEL TRAVEL

Easton Profiram TO0S senes aluminum
main. Easton 7005 series suspension.

15 17, 19, 20.5

26 [bs

§2500 (includes frame, Maniou fork, A-
Toe stem, Shimano XTR front derailleur,
and Custom seatpost)

Answer Products

27460 Avenue Soott

Valencia, CA $I355

(B05) 4234073

"

T

22718

63TE"

1.5°

12.375" {unloaded)

41.5°

appros., 15"

S
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mode it before we tried 1o figure anything
oul, (Can you blame wpa?) Here's what we
learncd.

Let's start off with the worst first, Leg
clearance lsn't great. As Doug stated, *'1
know I'm pushing the limits there, but |
belicve in wide spacing.” Doug's cussom
bikes have oversize width spacings both
front and rear o prove it. While we never
smackid anything. we did dio our share of
rubbing and glancing. It never happencd
when pedaling in the saddie, it was only
a factor when standing up, usually when
riding off the back of the saddle swch as
on descents

MNext, o couphe of our riders sensed a
small amount of independent shock move-
ment in the rear. Translated, that means
flex. In all Bnirmess, though, our rear brace
wiks OOl up o spec. Answer has since pone
0 @ brace without the cul-outs ours kad.,
Likewise, our swingarm wasit up bo
maderial and heat-treating spec. That, oo,
would yield a litle under hard pedaling
pressure. Adl said and done, since the flex
was very manimal compared b most other
rear suspension bikes, we'll give ‘ern the
henefit of the doube

The Manitou did exude a linle exira
shock bounce during fxst pedaling on
hard-packed surfaces. Doug concedes that
hie'd rather give up a linle bounce on the
smooth stulT for & system that's working
full-time. Thank the kow swingamm pivost
position for that. While the movement
bugged ws at first, we got used o it We
also found the Manitou felt betier in hard-
er lerraan. 5o, in reality, this negative kind
of turned into a positive. Oh, well, so we
should have stuck this paragraph some-
where else.

Oy, now for the final beef, The
Manitou will cost about 32300, That will
set you up with the fame, the new
Manitou Fork., a front derailleur (with an
cxtra-wide band), an A-Tac stem, and a
specially maide Rm#]til"muhm".ﬂ.fnh‘nl‘
seatpost, Add s nice set of wheels and
components, and you're looking at around
SA000-plus. Is the Maniiou worth that
kind of money? Is any bike™ Beauty Is in
the oyes oh, read on before you
decule

Now onto the good stull. One of the
best parts of the 11 bike we rode wasn't
i the frame iself, It's the new Manitou
fork. Wiy cool, Wie'll be doing & complete
write-up in the near futube, 3o we wor't
dwell on it now, but suffice to say there's
a lot more going on than just some spilfy
new graphics. How about baied chromoly
stanchions, @ milled-out crown (without
the slotting), easy preload adjusting
knoba, stiffer braces, and about o half a
pound less weight, The result is a fork
which is lighter, livelicr, and stiffer in both

18 MOUNTAIN BIKING

the forefalt and lateral directions,

Another big phas is that the fork match-
s the rear end perfectly, Owr riders found
the rear end, while remaining active all the
e, wasn' overpowerning either the front
suspension or the rider (due to rebound)
In fact, one rider poted he liked the fact
that while the rear travel was well over one
inch, it didn’t feel like it was moving up
and down all the tme. This is cspecially
nice for the higher-end riders. There's
nothing like having your bike boancing up
and down in rough terrain, changing a
bike's gpeomelry and artitude every matlly
sccomed, The Manimou always felt like a
hike, and not like a mooreyele without an
engine.

[_‘llrr!hrq_;_ i very Fuud on the Mamidou,
The rear whoel stipys hooked up almost all
the time. You also don't feel like you're
losing a lod of power during hammering
sessions, For that reason alone, the
Manitou is probably ome of the best full
suspension bikes for technical trails,

Fast, rough mountain biking was whene
the Manitou really excelled. It just seemed
o make great use of what suspension it
had, without a ot of the drawbacks that
the lomger travel bikes have, Hey, isa't that
what Doug said he wanied it 1o do? What
do ya' knowT

Fimally, we really liked the fact that
everything worked, it worked well, and it
didn’t require a ot of wrenching o keep
it that wary. There was no odl 1 change or
beak. The prelosd wp from was casily ad-
Justed with the Mip of & wrist, And we

dicdn’t have 1o adjust our niding style st all,
save for the slight bobbing on st read
rides. As Doug says, “Ride maore dirt, or
smooth oul your pedaling style” He's
probably right.

ALL IN ALL

The Answer Maniiou is definiely ihe
best clasiomenic suspension hike we've
rididen. And with the now Manitou forks,
it's & much more balanced package than
we anginally thought it would be,

On the other hand, it didn’t have as
“different” o feel as we originally though
it would, This should come as a caution
to those who can afford 10 pop for one of
these. Don't expect a bike that feels “way

againal any sucons flex,

ol there” The Answer Manitou is mane
chaled, balanced, and traditional in feel
than you might expect.

Is it worh all the money? That's a
wugh one, Since our staffers and test
riders kept flighting for the bike, we're
gucssing that a lot of people might think
s, O the other hand, we ran the price
by some more “average’” (read: sane) peo-
ple, and they thought 34000 was oo high
for amy hake.

One guy came up 1o our car when we
had the bake on the back. His comment
wirs how cool the machine work was. We
okl him how mwch the bike cost and he
casually answered, “Oh, | can see that,
easy.” (uess he'll be a happy camper
when production really gets rofling and he

can got one. (Ours isn't for sale!)
-




